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OBJECTIVES     Increasing and extending the 
professional training modules 
developed during SPV/PA with 
reference to the role of 
veterinary intervention in 
disasters and emergencies and 
animal welfare. 

Network: the objective of this 
project is to consolidate and 
strengthen the SAPUVET 
(SAPUVETNET I) network 
established in Veterinary Public 
Health and Animal Production 
(VPH/AP).  Participants will have 
the opportunity to meet new 
network partners during the 
scheduled coordination meetings. 
Most communication will continue 
to take place through the 
dedicated SAPUVETNET list-
server.  New products in the 
project will be published in detail 
on the SAPUVETNET web page.  

 
 
 

 
Activities 
 Consolidating the SAPUVET 

network through the 
participation of 4 Latin 
American and 4 European 
Faculties of Veterinary 
Medicine (with 4 coordination 
meetings and 4 bilateral visits). 

 
 Further development and 

harmonization of research 
proposals in Veterinary Public 
Health/Animal Production;  
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 Testing other novel teaching 
methods and/or updating 
methods currently in use;  

 
 Facilitating exchanges between 

research staff and students 
alike; 
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MEETINGS    Heredia” and will aim to exchange 

work carried out and to organise 
tasks for the first semester of 
2006. 

1st SAPUVETNET II co-
ordination meeting, June 22nd to 
26th 2005, Zaragoza (Spain)  
During the 1st SAPUVETNET II 
co-ordination meeting old and new 
members analysed and together 
discussed activities and results 
from the SAPUVETNET I project. 
Future activities were also 
discussed and planned. Several 
topics related to Veterinary Public 
Health (VPH) were included in the 
programme. 

Summaries of papers presented at 
the second meeting along with 
future activities will be presented 
in the NEXT ISSUE of the 
SAPUVETNET II newsletter. 
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1st bilateral Latin America – 
Europe visit (Cuba – Portugal)  
The first exchange visit between 
Latin America and Europe took 
place in Evora from October 22nd 
to November 6th 2005 at the 
Course of Veterinary Medicine, 
Polo da Mitra, Valverde-Evora 
Portugal. A SAPUVETNET member 
from the Faculty of Veterinary 
Medicine, Havana University of 
Agronomy completed a 15-day 
bilateral visit at Evora University. 
 
2nd SAPUVETNET II co-
ordination meeting, December 5th 
to 9th 2005, Lima (Peru) 
The 2nd SAPUVETNET II co-
ordination meeting will be hosted 
by Lima University “Cayetano  
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EEVVEENNTTOOSS  BBRRIIEEFF  NNOOTTEESS  

During the first 8 months of the 
SAPUVETNET project, some 
publication / posters were 
prepared and presented at national 
and international events. 

As a result of the first 
SAPUVETNET meeting held at the 
University of Zaragoza, an 
exchange agreement was set up 
between the University of 
Zaragoza and the University of 
Salvador (USAL) in Argentina.  

 
Prof. Manuela Vilhena attended the 
Congress of Veterinary Sciences 
at the National Zootechnics 
Station, Santarém in Portugal from 
13th to 15th October.                  
The poster presented at the event 
can be found at 
http://www.sapuvetnet.org/Pdf%2
0Files/posterSCV2.pdf 

This resulted in two students from 
the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine 
at Zaragoza carrying out fieldwork 
for two months at USAL’s Course 
for Veterinary Science in Pilar, 
Buenos Aires Province, Argentina. 
 

 
 
On 25th and 26th November 2005, 
the SAPUVETNET II  Project 
activities were presented at the 
Annual Scientific Conference of 
the European College for 
Veterinary Public Health (ECVPH) 
in Glasgow (United Kingdom). 
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This section includes topics            
-developed by project members- 
which are relevant to Veterinary 
Public Health (VPH).  Abstracts of 
the contributions are provided 
hereunder (the extended version is 
given in the Spanish version of the 
Newsletter).  
 

HEALTH ALERT NETWORK 
(RASVE) IN SPAIN 

Carmelo Ortega Rodríguez, Faculty 
of Veterinary Medicine, University 

of Zaragoza (Spain) 
 

“People, organisations and 
companies structured and 

organized to work together to 
ensure effective epidemiological 
surveillance of a range of units 
(exploitation, animals) concerning 

one or more diseases”. 
 
RASVE was set up in Spain by 
Royal Decree by 2002. Its main 
objectives are to: 

• Study and propose measures 
for controlling and 
eradicating Emerging 
Diseases (exotic) 

• Chart the evolution of the 
epidemiology of Endemic 
Diseases 

• Elaborate a Nationally 
Coordinated Health Alert 

Plan involving Autonomous 
Communities 

• Approve emergency plans 
for urgent immunization and 
diagnostics across the 
nation as preventative 
measures against health 
risks 

 
Several fundamental aspects had 
to be decided upon in order to set 
up the network, namely: target 
area, work methodology, action 
routes, equipment and staff. The 
staff structure is pyramidal with 
field veterinarians initially 
collecting samples and sending 
them to diagnostic laboratories, 
the data is then passed on to data 
centres where data is processed 
and analysed and lastly is sent to 
decision centres, which act upon 
the information gathered. All 
diseases to be considered by the 
network are included in the 2003 
Spanish Animal Health Law. 
 
Risk analysis; alert strategy for 
new diseases 
Strategies for “Risk Analysis” for 
new diseases must be developed. It 
is a tool for identifying dangers 
for the population, the chances 
(risk) of disease when these 
dangers are present and the 
necessary measures to reduce risk. 

 4



The methodology is already 
adopted by international 
organisations. Risk analysis 
evaluates the “risk of a disease 
appearing, spreading or 
reappearing in a territory or 
population exposed to danger, and 
better assessment so that risk 
managers can make decisions 
towards reducing or eliminating 
that risk”. 

Risk analysis involves five steps 
which are schematically illustrated 
in detail in this article (see 
Spanish version):  

i. hypothesis;  
ii. identification of 

dangers; 
iii.  evaluation of dangers;  
iv. risk management;  
v. communication of risk. 

 
Contact: epidemio@unizar.es 

 

 
 
HUMAN CASES OF ANTHRAX 

IN LIMA, PERU 
Guillermo Leguía Puente, Faculty of 

Veterinary Medicine and Animal 
Husbandry,  Cayetano Heredia 

University, Lima (Perú) 
 
Six cases of anthrax in humans 
were reported in a district of Lima 
which epidemiologically is regarded 
endemic for anthrax due to the 
presence of Bacillus anthracis. 
Many “bovine fattening centres” 
are present in the district where 
up to 10,000 malnourished animals 
brought to Lima are fed to make 
them put on up to 1200 grams in 
weight per day. Regular vaccination 
of humans and animals and active 
health measures are the only way 
to keep anthrax under control 
here. SENASA (Agricultural  
 

 
 
Ministry’s national animal health 
service) has included anthrax in its  
programme for the prevention and 
control of zoonotic diseases.  
In this case, infection was caused 
by a contaminated calf and 
SENASA staff ascertained that 
the vaccine, which the animal had 
been administered, did not meet 
its specifications and had already 
been wiped off the register. 
SENASA’s Diagnostics Centre for 
Animal Health verifies the quality 
of veterinary vaccines. 
Unfortunately, there are many bad 
quality vaccines, which are either 
imported by national laboratories 
or acquired illegally. 
 
Contact: fvdecano@puch.edu.pe 
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ANIMAL ETHICS AND 
WELFARE 

Jorge Quiros, School of 
Veterinary Medicine, Heredia 

National University (Costa Rica) 
 
The subject of Animal Welfare 
needs to move forward in two main 
directions: the first is education 
through which to transform 
attitudes and positions towards 
other living creatures such as 
animals and to environment, wild 
plants, etc.; the second is to turn 
much of animal welfare theory into 
practice by introducing concrete 
actions into the public domain 
covering the five fundamental 
animal rights.  Veterinary Medicine 
faculties must lead the way. For 
example, the Veterinary School of 
Costa Rica has set up an 
Institutional Committee to approve 
with protocols all measures 
relative to animal use, such as 
proper handling, indoor housing 
during the hot summer months, 
construction and maintenance of 
fencing to prevent accidents, and 
avoidance of cruelty or harm to 
the animal.  It is the duty of 
veterinary schools to deliver a just 
society to future generations. 
 
Tool for recovering animals from 
disaster scenarios 
Disaster situations also affect 
animal welfare. A tool is presented 

for recovering animals from 
disaster scenarios which consists 
of a robust system of ropes and 
pulleys resistant to loads above 
1000 kg. It is important to 
stabilize the animal and to work as 
a team respecting safety 
regulation to respect Animal 
Welfare. 
 
Contact: jquiros@medvet.una.ac.cr 
 
 
 
FOOD SAFETY IN ARGENTINA 

Dora Dobosch, School of 
Veterinary Science, University of 

Salvador, Pilar-Buenos Aires 
(Argentina) 

 
Controlling disease transmitted 
through food is a topic that needs 
solving. Serious cases of 
intoxication are often reported 
but only palliative measures taken 
to treat them. Hundreds of 
thousands of cases of diarrhoea 
are reported every year along with 
thousands of cases of intoxication 
without any details about 
ethiological agents, type of 
foodstuff or epidemiology, which 
would allow better diagnosis and 
proper treatment. 
Epidemiological studies are needed 
in cases of intoxication with 
Salmonella, Staphylococcal 
enterotoxins, E. coli and Lysteria 
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monocytogenes resulting from food 
products to assess the mechanisms 
behind transmission and infection. 
Veterinarians need to have an 
important role in animal health, in 
controlling zoonoses, surveying the 
epidemiology of diseases, 
protecting the environment and 
the population’s quality of life. 
The agriculture and livestock 
industry in Argentina constitutes 
over 50% of national exports 
which has logical health, business 
and social implications. In the 21st 
century, veterinarians will be 
involved in ensuring food quality 
and safety and educating on all 
levels including social responsibility 
of companies operating in the 
sector. 
 
Contact: ddobosch@pccp.com.ar 
 
 
EPIDEMIOLOGICAL STUDIES 
ON TICK-BORNE ZOONOSES 

IN ITALY 
Laura Tomassone, Daniele De 

Meneghi, Faculty of Veterinary 
Medicine, University of Turin 

(Italy) 
 

Tick-borne zoonoses (TBZ) are an 
emerging problem in Public Health 
in industrialized European 
countries. The spread of tick 
populations and the increasing use 
of tick habitat by humans are 

probably the main reasons. At the 
Department of Animal Production, 
Epidemiology and Ecology - 
University of Turin, we are 
carrying out epidemiological 
studies on TBZ to identify 
pathogens, vectors and reservoir 
host of TBD, and to determine the 
infection prevalence by tick-borne 
diseases in different habitats and 
the risk for humans. 
In Piedmont (north-western Italy) 
we used canine serology as risk 
indicator for Mediterranean 
Spotted Fever (MSF). Sera 
(n=723) were collected from dogs 
resident in 3 provinces We found 
the residence sites of sero-
positive dogs were spatially 
aggregated, even in this area of 
low endemicity. 
The presence of the causative 
agent of Lyme disease (LD) was 
investigated in four study areas in 
northern Italy. In order to assess 
the acarological risk of exposure 
to agents of sylvatic tick-borne 
zoonoses, we collected host-
seeking and on-the-host ticks and 
biological samples from vertebrate 
hosts, and we performed 
laboratory analysis on the samples 
to identify tick-borne pathogens. 
The highest annual incidence for 
LD has been estimated in Liguria at 
17 cases/100,000 inhabitants. 
About 18.2% of ticks (Ixodes 
ricinus) from this region were 
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positive for B. burgdorferi s.l. In 
Squaneto (Piedmont) I. ricinus 
ticks were found all year round, 
but host-seeking ticks were more 
abundant than in Liguria. Birds 
(n=1,206) belonging to 59 species 
were live captured in the other 
Piedmont study site, Villarvernia. 
Results suggest that blackbirds 
play an important role as hosts for 
immature I. ricinus and as 
reservoir of B. garinii in north-
western Italy. 
In Montefalcone natural reserve, 
B. burgdorferi s.l. was found in 
22.1% of host seeking I. ricinus 
(n=167) and in 8% of host seeking 
Rhipicephalus spp. (n=12); 84% of 
the strains were characterized as 
B. lusitaniae. B. lusitaniae was also 
detected in 22.9% of ticks 
collected from lizards (n=70), 
suggesting that lizards might play 
a major role as reservoirs for 
B.lusitaniae in the study area. 
 
Contact: 
daniele.demeneghi@unito.it    
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